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life ebbs out minute by minute. But I am a very poor
specimen of the practice of non-violence, and my answer
may not convince you. But I am striving very hard, and
even if I do not succeed fully in this life, my faith will not
diminish.33
Mrs. Thurman is a soulful singer, and Dr. Thurman
would not think of going away without leaving with us
something to treasure in our memory. We sat enraptured
as she gave us the two famous Negro spirituals—'Were
you there, when they crucified my Lord', and 'We are
climbing Jacob's ladder3—which last suited the guests and
hosts equally,  as it gave expression  to  the  deep-seated
hope and aspiration in the breast of every oppressed com-
munity to climb higher and higher until the goal was won.
And now came the parting, "We want you to come
to America/' said the guests with an insistence, the depth
of love behind which could be measured as Mrs. Thurman
reinforced the request with these words: "We want you
not for White America, but for the Negroes; we have
many a problem that cries for solution, and we need you
badly." "How I wish I could/' said Gandhiji.  "But I
would have nothing to give you unless I had given an ocular
demonstration here of all that I have been saying. I must
make good the message here before I bring it to you. I
do not say that I am defeated, but I have still tp perfect
myself. You may be sure that the moment I feel the call
within me I shall not hesitate.'5
Dr. Thurman explained that the Negroes were ready
to receive the message. "Much of the peculiar background
of our own life in America is our own interpretation of
the Christian religion. When one goes through the pages
of the hundreds of Negro spirituals, striking things are
brought to my mind which remind me of all that you have
told us today.5'
"Well," said Gandhiji, bidding good-bye to them,
"if it comes true, it may be through the Negroes that the
unadulterated message of non-violence will be delivered
to the world.55
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